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Aruba to Obtain Blue Flag Beach 
Certification Before End of Year 



Beach at Mangel Halto 



Representatives of the Foun¬ 
dation for Environmental Ed¬ 
ucation (FEE) were present 
on Aruba last week. FEE is 
an international organization 
that evaluates and decides 
which beaches can be certi¬ 
fied with the Blue Flag seal. 
Furthermore, this organiza¬ 
tion is the only one recog¬ 
nized by the United Nations 
who can issue the Blue Flag 
Certification. 

Aruba has been working 
towards this goal for some 


years now, the goal of being 
Blue Flag certified. Such a 
distinction will make our des¬ 
tination even more attractive 
to our visitors and open other 
possibilities for diversifica¬ 
tion of our tourism. 

Blue Flag Certification is 
a seal of quality which indi¬ 
cates that the beach in ques¬ 
tion complies with different 
norms of quality, such as, the 
quality of the water, adequate 
infrastructure, handicap 
friendly and an adequate se¬ 


curity system. 

The FEE representatives 
visited three of our beaches, 
together with Minister of 
Tourism Oduber, and Marine 
Park Foundation staff. The 
purpose of their visit was to 
ascertain the possibilities and 
ways that Aruba can achieve 
Blue Flag certification. The 
areas visited were: Arashi, 
Mangel Halto and Baby 
Beach. 

Continued on page 5 


Parliament motion to 
save citizens 45% on 
electricity 



During their last meeting 
convened on December 30, 
2010, the Aruba Parliament 
passed a motion that could 
result in an enormous benefit 
with respect to the general 
cost of living of our people. 
The motion included such 
matters as the reduction of 
import duties on electronic 
devices, for example, air con¬ 
ditioners and refrigerators al¬ 
lowing citizens to renew their 
equipment with more effi¬ 
cient equipment. This will 
enable them to have a reduc¬ 
tion of between 30 and 60 % 
on electrical consumption. 
Another item proposed was 
to introduce a so called “en- 
ergieinvesteringsaftrek,” (a 
tax deduction for energy in¬ 
vestments) such as exits in 
the Netherlands. Such a tax 
deduction would enable a 
business owner to reduce his 
high electric cost, which usu¬ 
ally runs around 10 thousand 
florins monthly, by purchas¬ 
ing more efficient cooling 
equipment. This, in turn 
would enable the business 
owner to reduce his prices on 
consumer products. 

This will benefit everyone 
tremendously. By paying less 
for electricity and other com¬ 
modities, each citizen would 
have more spending money 


for their family, according to 
Parliamentarian Donny Ras- 
mijn. 

During the Platts Ca¬ 
ribbean Energy Seminar in 
Miami, Mr. Luis Bernal- 
Jimenez, Executive Director 
of the Department of En¬ 
ergy of Puerto Rico, gave a 
presentation concerning an 
identical situation that is 
being implemented in 
Puerto Rico. 

Parliamentarians Donny 
Rasmijn and Andin Bikker 
were in attendance at this 
seminar. 

The energy laws have al¬ 
ready been changed in Puerto 
Rico and they have begun 
implementing the changes 
which will benefit the people 
of Puerto Rico. They expect 
a reduction of 45% in their 
energy costs and at the same 
time will be creating employ¬ 
ment for energy controllers 
and inspectors of small con¬ 
tractors. 

In the ensuing weeks 
Donny Rasmijn will share 
more about the results of this 
seminar and especially of the 
Puerto Rican project which 
can serve as an example how 
the Aruba Parliamentary mo¬ 
tion presented could benefit 
Aruba. 
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Bring this ad to receive a free orange juice 


Le Petit Cafe 


Located at: 
Playa Linda 
Beach Resort 

Stone Cfft'£1 Beftaorant 4 Bar y e j 

Breakfast Monday thru Saturday 8 - n AM 


^American 

$6.95 


2 Eggs (fried, scrambled or poached) 
with bacon « and link sausage, 
potatoes f toast and coffee or tea * 


All you care to eat $ 9.95 

not t fftijet of'fa&r pro tupttongf offers or co&ponS 


Early Bt'rd Special 
Le Petit (afe 


Stone <jri£l PeStaorant £ Bar Every Day /roo* 5-7 ptu 



Dinner Salad 

or 

Soup of the day 


Lemon Chicken Breast 
or 

Petit Filet Mignon 
or 

Filet of Grouper 


Ice Cream 

Chocolate 

or 

Vanilla 


All served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our famous HOT Stone 
* Pht$ 15% service charge. A/of valid with other promotional offers or coupons . 


Mandela goes home after 
hospital treatment 


Mubarak calls out army as protesters 
go on rampage 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) - 
Former South Africa president 
Nelson Mandela returned 
home after two days of suc¬ 
cessful hospital treatment for 
breathing difficulties where he 
resolutely laughed and joked 
with visitors. 

The country's surgeon gen¬ 
eral told reporters that the anti¬ 
apartheid hero had suffered an 
acute respiratory infection but 
was now sufficiently well to be 
treated at home, ending con¬ 
siderable concern about his 
health. 

"Dr Mandela is in high spir¬ 
its. For a 92-year-old he sur¬ 
prises us on a daily basis with 
his powers of recovery."said 
Vejaynand Ramlakan, who 
leads the team of military doc¬ 
tors assigned to care for the 
former resistance leader. 

Scores of neighbours and 
well-wishers gathered for his 
arrival but failed to catch a 
glimpse of the country's 
revered elder statesman. 

"Our daddy is back," said 
Fina Phalane, a 67-year-old 
maid who works in the same 
street. "Please God, give him 
some more days to live with 
us," she said. 

"We should remain calm 
and continue with our prayers 
that Madiba (Mandela's clan 
name) will be with us to cele¬ 
brate his 93rd birthday... and 
beyond," said Vice President 
Kgalema Motlanthe. 

Mandela's condition has 
gripped the nation, with media 
surrounding the hospital amid 
tight security that saw police 
checking all visitors' cars to 
ensure no journalists were hid¬ 
ing in the boot. 

French court 
marriage ban 

PARIS (AFP) - The French 
constitutional court on upheld 
the country's gay marriage 
ban, saying it was in keeping 
with the constitution. 

The court made the ruling in 
response to a bid by a lesbian 
couple, who have four chil- 



Nelson Mandela by 
Sue Dickinson 


In Mandela's home village 
of Qunu, 870 kilometres (540 
miles) south of Johannesburg, 
locals huddled around televi¬ 
sion screens to hear the latest 
news. 

The Nelson Mandela Foun¬ 
dation, established to continue 
his charitable work after he 
withdrew from public life in 
2004, said that Madiba was un¬ 
dergoing "routine tests" but 
made no further comment. 

Mandela emerged from in¬ 
carceration 21 years ago and 
went on to lead the country's 
transition from white minority 
rule to democracy. 

After being elected as pres¬ 
ident in 1994, he defied the 
threat of civil war to lead a 
process of reconciliation in a 
country long divided against it¬ 
self. 

His public appearances 
have become increasingly rare 
since retirement in 2004, the 
last such outing being at the 
closing ceremony of the 2010 
FIFA World Cup in Johannes¬ 
burg in July. 

upholds gay 


dren, to marry after spending 
10 years in a PACS, or civil 
union. 

Several of France's European 
Union fellow member states, 
including Spain, Belgium and 
the Netherlands, have le¬ 
galised homosexual marriage. 


CAIRO (AFP) - Egypt's em¬ 
battled President Hosni 
Mubarak called out the army 
and declared a curfew in key 
cities as tens of thousands of 
protesters rampaged through 
the streets demanding an end 
to his three decades in power. 

With streetbattles raging, 
key allies the United States, 
Britain and Germany ex¬ 
pressed concern about the vio¬ 
lence, with Britain noting that 
the protesters had "legitimate 
grievances." 

But thousands ignored a 
6:00 pm (1600 GMT) to 7:00 
am curfew in Cairo, Alexan¬ 
dria and Suez announced by 
state television, with many 
protesters calling on patrolling 
soldiers to join them. 

"The army and the people, 
together!" protestors chanted 


in front of the Egyptian televi¬ 
sion building. 

"Today is different: all 
Egyptians are together, the rich 
and the poor, to get Mubarak 
out," shouted one protester in 
downtown Cairo. 

"Where is the president!" 
screamed another man. "We 
need freedom and justice!" 

Protesters set fire to the 
headquarters of the ruling Na¬ 
tional Democratic Party (NDP) 
in Cairo. 

The demonstrations, in¬ 
spired by events in Tunisia, 
have swelled into the largest 
uprising in Egypt in the three 
decades of Mubarak's rule, 
sending shock waves across 
the region. 

Internet connections were 
cut across Egypt,while mobile 
phone signals were patchy and 
text messages inoperative, af¬ 


fecting the ability of protesters 
to communicate with each 
other. 

Concerns were reflected in 
the financial world as well , 
with Fitch ratings agency say¬ 
ing it had revised its ratings 
outlook for Egypt to negative. 

Mubarak, aged 82 and said 
to be in poor health, has not 
been seen publicly since the 
unrest erupted. However, the 
culture ministry has said he is 
to make an appearance on 
week-end at the opening of the 
annual Cairo book fair. 

Leading dissident Mo- 
hamed ElBaradei, who has 
said he would be prepared to 
lead a transitional authority if 
he were asked, was among a 
crowd of around 2,000 tar¬ 
geted by police and was forced 
to take refuge inside a Cairo 
mosque. 



UNLIMITED A LA CARTE MENU INCLUDING MIMOSA 

» HIGH LIGHTS;EGG BENEDICT 
CARPACCIO OF TUN A, GRILLED I CA 

TENDERLOIN, GROUPER WITH CRAB, 3U 

CRAPES SUZETTE PER PERS0N 

- LIVE JAZZ TRIO 


the perfect 

Sunday treat 


BRUNCH HOURS: 

10:30 AM - 2:00 PM 


SUNDAY BRUNCH AT 
WINDOWS ON ARUBA RESTAURANT 


o\a AruU\ 


Located at the Divi Golf and Beach Resort 
For reservations call: 523 5017 

WWW.WINDOWSONARUBA.COM 
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Census Bureau closed on 
Wednesday afternoons 



ORANJESTAD - Aruba’s Office. 



You Can ‘Lick’ Perfectionism with 4 
Easy Steps 


Civil Registry and Census 
Bureau is one of the most im¬ 
portant institutions with re¬ 
spect to registration and 
documentation of our citi¬ 
zens. This Bureau is charged 
with the reliable and correct 
registration of every citizen 
on the island. Practically 
every governmental depart¬ 
ment as well as other private 
concerns, such as banks and 
lawyers depend and trust the 
official information available 
from our Census Bureau. 

The government, in keep¬ 
ing with the Plan Nacional di 
Seguridad (National Security 
Plan), and the Fondo De- 
saroyo Aruba (Aruba’s De¬ 
velopment Fund), is putting 
the accent on the improve¬ 
ment of the services of the 
various projects of dire im¬ 
portance to Aruba. 

The government has 
begun work on modernizing 
the basic administration of 
the census of all citizens re¬ 
siding on the island. Other as¬ 
pects of concern for 
upgrading are the public 
waiting area, Q-flow, the dig¬ 
italizing of documents, and 
the remodeling of the Census 


ORANJESTAD — During the 
past year, 2010, the Census 
Bureau expanded her serv¬ 
ices to the community by uti¬ 
lizing all government offices 
in every district. Various cen¬ 
sus documents are obtainable 
at these auxiliary offices. 
Among the documents avail¬ 
able are, birth certificates, 
and residency declarations. 

Currently there is a high 
demand for these documents 
because of the recently intro¬ 
duced stipend allowance 
(reparatietoeslag). Employ¬ 
ers are requiring these docu- 


The government is also in¬ 
tent on improving the effi¬ 
ciency and quality of the 
service as well as on the pro¬ 
fessionalism of all Census 
employees. This, the govern¬ 
ment believes can be done 
through offering specific 
courses with particular rele¬ 
vance to their daily jobs. 

In this context, during the 
implementation period, our 
clients and the general public 
must be aware that as of 
Wednesday February 2nd, the 
Census Bureau will be closed 
to the general public during 
the afternoon hours on 
Wednesdays. 

Without the cooperation of 
the general public it would be 
impossible to realize the pro¬ 
jects to be executed. The 
head of the Civil Registry 
and Census and the Office of 
the Minister of General Pub¬ 
lic Affairs, the Bureau of Im¬ 
migration, and the Plan 
Nacional di Seguridad is 
kindly requesting that each 
citizen take careful note of 
the announcement that 
henceforth, the Census Bu¬ 
reau will be closed on 
Wednesday afternoons. 


ments from their employees, 
who are flocking in droves to 
the Census Bureau in Oran- 
jestad to get the required doc¬ 
uments. The crowds at this 
office is unnecessary while 
citizens could very well get 
these same documents at one 
of the auxiliary offices in San 
Nicolaas, Savaneta, Santa 
Cruz, Paradera and Noord. 

The Census Bureau kindly 
requests everyone to make 
use of the services in the dis¬ 
tricts and so doing avoid the 
long waiting lines in the 
Oranjestad office. 


If you talk to my secretary, 
she would tell you that I was 
a perfectionist. If I wrote a 
letter, it had to be just perfect, 
and that meant that it would 
often get rewritten and cor¬ 
rected and re-corrected 
umpteen times before she 
would just take it from me 
and seal it up and send it out. 

Well, I am still somewhat 
perfectionistic, but I have 
learned to create a healthy 
balance in most things I do 
now. 

Are you a perfectionist? Is 
the need for other people's 
approval a driving force in all 
that you do? Do you feel like 
nothing is ever good enough? 

Don’t feel too bad just yet, 
because some aspects of 
being a perfectionist are 
healthy. However, feeling the 
obsessive need to be perfect 
with everything can nega¬ 
tively affect our self-esteem 
and livelihood. Although 
feeling like we're not good 
enough may be a familiar 
feeling, feeling unworthy and 
never good enough can be 
unhealthy as a lifestyle and 
will seriously hinder your 
success. 

Perfectionism, it is be¬ 
lieved, originates from our 
family of origin and evolves 
into the habitual need to be 
perfect all the time. The need 
to be perfect motivates us to 
work endless hours at the ex¬ 
pense of our relationships. 
We lose sleep and are on edge 
when things don't turn out as 
expected. We feel anxious 
and out of control. We get 
frustrated and upset at the lit¬ 
tle things in life. 

If you're a perfectionist, 
it's easy to over focus on out¬ 
comes... how things turn out 
as opposed to viewing life as 
a journey with valuable life 
lessons to learn along the 
way. We cannot envision a 
negative outcome or any 
shortfalls. 

When we're perfectionists, 
we can never really feel good 
about ourselves because 
we're chasing the impossible. 
You know, I learned that, as 
human beings, it is simply 
impossible to be perfect sim¬ 
ply because we are so prone 
to make mistakes. The more 
we try to create perfect out¬ 


comes by attempting perfec¬ 
tion, the more we're fighting 
an uphill battle that can't be 
won. Simple mistakes be¬ 
come emotional catastrophes 
and a measure of your self- 
worth. One small failure be¬ 
comes the end of the world, 
instead of a simple mistake. I 
remember so well my own 
dilemmas in this realm. 

When I finally learned to 
let go of my perfectionism, it 
was like setting aside an 
enormous load off my back. I 
still remember the feeling 
when I decided to just do my 
very best and to not expect to 
be perfect....wow, it was so 
relieving. I discovered how 
much more creative I had be¬ 


come as a result, and how 
much more productive I be¬ 
came. I could get so much 
more done in a lot less time! 

Let me give you some of 
the steps to take to transform 
unhealthy perfectionism into 
healthy self-improvement. In 
this article I will cover two of 
the four steps and in next ar¬ 
ticle I will present the re¬ 
maining two steps. So, look 
out for the next Morning 
News edition for the follow 
up on this article. 

First Step: Get to know 
the characteristics of negative 
perfectionism. You should be 
able to recognize them: 

• My Need for control 

• My Need to prove how 
worthy I am 

• My incessant concerned 
with what others think 

• My Need for other peo¬ 
ple's approval 

• My Need for external 


validation 

• My Inability to accept 
things as they are 

• My concept that nothing 
is ever good enough 

Step 2: Know the differ¬ 
ence between healthy and un¬ 
healthy perfectionism. 

Some perfectionism is 
very good (and I have held on 
to those!). Healthy perfec¬ 
tionism gives me the urge to 
really do my utmost and to 
always strive for the best in 
me. So, you see, not all per¬ 
fectionism is bad. If you have 
none, you may end up doing 
poor work, or inferior work. 
However, having said that; it 
is crucial that you recognize 
the difference between 


healthy and unhealthy perfec¬ 
tionism. You know it is un¬ 
healthy when it begins to 
wear you down, when it takes 
more of your time than it 
ought to, when you can’t put 
it down and send it out (like 
my letters). You know it is 
unhealthy when it engulfs 
your entire focus. 

Here are some healthy and 
positive attitudes: 

• Striving for excellence; 
to do your very best no mat¬ 
ter what 

• Desire to do the best you 
can with everything you do 

• Having an aspiration to 
reach realistic goals 

Look out for Monday’s 
Morning News for steps 3 
and 4. 

If this was helpful, I would 
love to hear from you at the- 
morningnewsaruba@gmail. 
com 


Auxiliary Census Offices 
Provide Basic Services 
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Dinner under the stars and $1 $2 and $3 Bar 

"You can't 
leave Aruba 
without getting 

- ■ - - — Tattoo'd" 


PER COUPLE 

WHEN YOU CALI IN YOURSELF 


% 


c 


? Pinner under fra stars then go 
M native as we take you 
to our secret watering boles 


www.arubaadventures.com 


www.arubaadventures.com 



Spectacular Collection at 
ShabbyShic! 


smallest needs of the modern 
women.They will cater to all 
your needs. 

ShabbyShic’s latest col¬ 
lection presents a wide vari¬ 
ety of options to choose from, 
depending upon the prefer¬ 
ence of the customers, in¬ 
spired by the latest 
international magazines col¬ 
lection. 

ShabbyShic is known as a 
fashionhouse, besides their 
dress collection they are also 
known for everything that is 
fashion related, ranging from 
clothing, belts, bags, shoes 
and jewelry. Customers will 


ShabbyShic is always mak¬ 
ing sure they have a beautiful 
assortment in dresses and ac¬ 
cessories. If it is for a wed¬ 
ding, cocktail party or just a 
night out you will find it at 
ShabbyShic! 

ShabbyShic is introducing 
a whole new range of 
women’s wear that ranges 
from sizes 4 up to size 16. 

The trendy establishment 
always understands even the 


instantaneously fall in love 
with what they have. 

ShabbyShic is located at 
Avenida Milio Croes 12. 
Opening hours are from 
10:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. non¬ 
stop from Monday thru Sa- 
terday. 

ShabbyShic is a very 
unique store on the island of 
Aruba and you will surely 
enjoy the ambience the store 
gives to its customers!!! 


Dutch MPs give Afghan mission 
go-ahead 



Soldiers patrolling the streets of Afghanistan 


THE HAGUE, The Nether¬ 
lands — After two days of 
heated debate, a slim major¬ 
ity of Dutch MPs have voted 
in favour of sending a police 
training mission to Afgha¬ 
nistan. 

The cabinet decision to 
send a team to train thou¬ 
sands of Afghan police offi¬ 
cers came nearly a year after 
the last government collapsed 
in a dispute over extending 
military deployment in the 
war-tom country. 

Conservative Prime Min¬ 
ister Mark Rutte’s coalition 
government was forced to 
make concessions to get the 
proposal pushed through par¬ 
liament. Geert Wilders’ anti- 
Islam PVV party - on which 
the government depends for a 
parliamentary majority - op¬ 
posed the Dutch mission in 
Afghanistan. 

Green Left particularly 


stmggled with the course it 
should take, surprising its vot¬ 
ers in the end by supporting 
the mission. The party's new 
leader Jolande Sap demanded 
a written guarantee from 
Kabul that police trained by 
the Dutch would not be used 
in any military action. 

Prime Minister Rutte as¬ 
suaged Green Left’s fears and 
said that he “would propose 
to end the mission... if it 
transpires that people are not 
keeping to the agreement.” 
One Green Left MP voted 
against the mission and many 
voters have voiced their 
anger with the party on social 
media. 

The Christian Union and 
the Democrat Party D66 also 
voted in favour of the mis¬ 
sion after receiving enough 
assurances from the cabinet 
that the mission had a civil 
rather than a military nature. 


Meanwhile, Job Cohen’s 
Labour party submitted a mo¬ 
tion to parliament to oppose 
the Afghan mission and was 
supported by the Socialist 
Party. 

The new Dutch mission 
will consist of 545 personnel 
in Kabul and the northern 
province of Kunduz, includ¬ 
ing 225 police trainers and 
military personnel providing 
medical and logistics support. 
Pour LI6 fighter jets to find 
roadside bombs and boost se¬ 
curity on the ground will fall 
completely under Dutch 
command. 

In the previous mission - 
which claimed the lives of 
24 Dutch soldiers - some 
1,950 troops were sent as 
part of the ISAL force, 
mainly in the central Uruz- 
gan province. The deploy¬ 
ment lasted four years and 
ended last August. 
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Great Vacation 

Rental Values! 


• Fully furnished 2 & 3 bedroom Town Homes 

• Two community swimming pool plazas 

• Very attractive rates 

• Per room pricing less than major resorts 



Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 
rentals@goldcoastaruba.com 
www.goldcoastaruba.com 



our Island... 
M/our Lifestyle... 
^/our Home... 




are to 



ream. 




&o$ct CootiC 

v Wlalmok * Aruba 


S T A N DI N 0 1N V E S T M E N T 0 P P 0 H TUNiTY ! 

Gated community with 24 hours security 
Villas, Town Homes and Condos 
Full resort facilities and services 

Prime location near golf course 
and beautiful white sandy beaches 

Vacation rental program 


E-mail: info@goldcoastaruba.com 
E-mail: rentals@goldcoastaruba.com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 * Fax: +297-586 2201 
Toll Free from the U S. 1-866-978-5770 
www.goldcoastaruba.com 


We Invite You To Visit Our 
Model Villa A Timm Home 


Closed December 25th 
and January 1st 


Opening Hours: 
Weekdays 9am - 6pm 
Saturday 10am -6pm 
Sunday 12noon - 4pm 


Beauty in Aruba: Aruba to obtain Blue Flag Beach 

Red & Gold ! certification ... 

by Roland Peterson 


As the instinct crept in his little system 
Little Donny Dornasol 
flew from tree to tree 
No time for flowers 
this morning 

Then suddenly he sees 
her 

He ruffles the red 
feathers on his head 
They shine in the sun 
rays 

He then flies to her 

Elegantly he makes his 
bow with the 
Red Carnation on his 
head 

She pecks his Carna¬ 
tion 

The sign is right 



Little Donny Domasol 

They mate in the rays Photo: Drs. Greg Peterson 

Now little Donny feels 

like Donald Domasol 

The Great Conqueror 

for the rest of days 



Continued from page 1 

Oduber is convinced that this 
certification is extremely im¬ 
portant in view of his vision 
for an overall better Aruba 
product. One of Amba’s pri¬ 
mary attractions is our 
beaches, hence to achieve 
such a certification will cer¬ 
tify that the quality of our 
beaches has been upgraded 
and is of the highest standard. 
This will be beneficial not 
only to our visitors, but also 
to all our citizens. 

Blue Flag certification 
will contribute to the market¬ 
ing and diversification efforts 
of our tourism industry. Blue 
Flag is a very well known 
concept in Europe, and it is 
no secret that many travelers 
often seek out destinations 
with this distinction when 
planning where to go for their 
vacation. Many, even young 
people, today are looking for 
6 eco-friendly,’ and ‘handicap 
friendly’ destinations. 

Following the visits by the 
Blue Flag representatives, the 
minister sat down together 
with them and Amba Marine 
Park to hear the recommen¬ 


dations of the group. Accord¬ 
ing to the group, the one 
beach that could be certified 
this year, after the planned in¬ 
vestment there, is the Mangel 
Halto beach. The minister 
could concur with the group 
and indicated that shortly 
work will be commenced at 
this location with funds allo¬ 
cated by the FDA (Amba De¬ 


velopment Fund). 

Providing all goes well, 
before the end of this year we 
will accomplish yet another 
historic milestone when for 
the first time in Amba one of 
our beaches will be Blue Flag 
certified. This, says the min¬ 
ister, will be the first in a se¬ 
ries of other certifications. 
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The Sanho HyperDrive, the world's first and only iPad 
compatible USB hard drive is displayed in the Sanho 
booth during Macworld 2011 at the Moscone Center on 
January 27, 2011 in San Francisco, California. 


Facebook for Android Update 
Adds Deals, Promises Bug Fixes 



Facebook released an update 
to its Android app Friday, 
which adds the social-net- 
working site's Deals feature. 

"Everybody loves a deal. 
Now you can get access to 
Facebook Deals with the new 
Facebook for Android vl .5.1 
- available free from the An¬ 
droid Market today," Face- 


book said in a statement. 

Facebook Deals was un¬ 
veiled in November on iOS. 
It allows mobile users to find 
discounts at nearby stores in 
four categories: individual, 
loyalty, friend, and charity. It 
launched with 22 partners, 
and will be opened to 20,000 
small businesses. 

Facebook also promised 
fixes for "a number of bugs," 
though some commentors on 
the Facebook for Android 
Facebook page noted that 
their mobile Facebook expe¬ 
rience was still a bit buggy. 

For more details, see 
PCMag's hands-on with 
Facebook Deals. 





Fitted with heart monitors and motion sensors the Achatina snails monitor on January 
27, 2011 pollution from a incinerator that burns sewage residue at the Vodokanal state 
utilities company on the outskirts of Saint Petersburg. The waterworks is using six snails 
as an innovative way to monitor pollution from the incinerator. The Achatina snails, which 
reach 20 centimeters in length and are widespread in Sub-Saharan Africa, were chosen 
because "they have lungs and breathe air like humans," the company said. AFP PHOTO 


Great Pyramid has two secret chambers: 
French architect 



PARIS (AFP) - A French ar¬ 
chitect campaigning for a 
new exploration of the 4,500- 
year-old Great Pyramid of 
Giza said this past week that 
the edifice may contain two 
chambers housing funereal 
furniture. 

Jean-Pierre Houdin — who 
was rebuffed three years ago 
by Egypt in his appeal for a 
probe into how the Pyramid 
was built — said 3-D simula¬ 
tion and data from a US 
egyptologist, Bob Brier, 
pointed to two secret cham¬ 
bers in the heart of the struc¬ 
ture. 

The rooms would have 
housed furniture for use in 
the afterlife by the pharaoh 
Khufu, also known as 
Cheops in Greek, he told a 
press conference. 

"I am convinced there are 
antechambers in this pyra¬ 
mid. What I want is to find 
them," he said. 

In March 2007, Houdin 
advanced the theory that the 


Great Pyramid had been built 
inside-out using an internal 
spiral ramp, as opposed to an 
external ramp as had long 
been suggested. 

The idea was nixed by 
Egypt's antiquities depart¬ 
ment. A Canadian team from 
Laval University in Quebec 
will seek permission this year 
to carry out thermal imaging 
from outside the Pyramid to 
explore the theory, Houdin 
said. 

Houdin said a pointer to 


the antechambers came from 
the existence of such rooms 
in the pyramid of Snefru, 
Khufu's father. It was possi¬ 
ble a similar design was re¬ 
tained for the Great Pyramid. 

In addition, blocks in the 
northern wall of the king's 
chamber in the Great Pyra¬ 
mid indicate an overlooked 
passage which led to the hy¬ 
pothesised chambers and also 
enabled the funeral party to 
exit, he added. 
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Gates, Britain give 130 million 
dollars to fight polio 



DAVOS, Switzerland (AFP) 
- Internet billionaire Bill 
Gates and British Prime Min¬ 
ister David Cameron gave 
130 million dollars between 
them to help developing 
countries eradicate polio. 

"We need to take these 
next two years, to intensify 
the campaign. It's an expen¬ 
sive campaign,” Gates told 
the World Economic Forum 
in Davos. 

”It costs about a billion a 
year to buy the drugs, to get 
the vaccines out there, to find 
the children. Our foundation 
is adding 100 million today 
to the polio campaign,” the 
billionaire added, to ap¬ 
plause. 

Meanwhile, Cameron said 
that Britain would double its 
contribution to the campaign 
’’from 30 million to 60 mil¬ 
lion dollars” despite his 


pledge to cut his govern¬ 
ment's overall spending dra¬ 
matically. 

"I think it's right even in 
difficult times that we don't 
break our promises to the 
poorest people on our planet. 

”1 will also argue there is a 
strong element of self inter¬ 
est, if we give up on the aid 
and trade and the develop¬ 
ment agenda, we will find the 
problems of those countries 
visiting on own doorstep,” 
said Cameron. 

"Yes this is a difficult time 
to do it, but actually there is 
never a wrong time to do the 
right thing,” said the British 
PM. 

The crippling disease 
which normally affects chil¬ 
dren has recently resurfaced 
in the Republic of Congo, 
having spread from Angola. 



73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library / Swimming Pool / Laundry / Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
_ Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5pm _ 


Tel: (297) 582-0697 / 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 


E-mail: quality@setarnet.aw - Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 


Health & Living 


Ex-US football players report high painkiller use 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - Re¬ 
tired American football players 
are four times as likely to take 
painkillers as the general pub¬ 
lic and many reported misus¬ 
ing the drugs when they were 
playing, said a study released . 

A total of 644 National 
Football League players who 
retired between 1979 and 2006 
were surveyed in the study, 
published in the journal Drug 
and Alcohol Dependence. 

Researchers asked them 
about their health, history of 
injury and concussions, and 
current and past painkiller use. 

Seven percent of former 
players, four times the rate in 
the general population, re¬ 
ported that they were currently 
taking painkillers, or opioids, 
such as morphine, Vicodin, 
codeine or oxycodone. 

"More than half used opi¬ 
oids during their NFL careers, 
and 71 percent had misused 
the drugs,” said professor of 
epidemiology in psychiatry 



Linda Cottier at Washington 
University in St. Louis, Mis¬ 
souri. 


"That is, they had used the 
medication for a different rea¬ 
son or in a different way than 
it was prescribed, or taken 
painkillers that were pre¬ 
scribed for someone else,” said 
Cottier. 

The study did not reveal 
how many of those taking 
painkillers were addicted to 
them. 

Offensive linemen were 
twice as likely as other players 
to take or abuse prescription 
painkillers during their playing 


days. 

"This group tends to be 
overweight and have cardio¬ 
vascular problems, so they rep¬ 
resent a group of former 
players whose health probably 
should be monitored closely,” 
said Cottier. 

The study also suggested 47 
percent of retired players sus¬ 
tained three or more serious in¬ 
juries during their NFL 
careers, while 55 percent re¬ 
ported a career-ending injury. 

"At the start of their careers, 
88 percent of these men said 
they were in excellent health. 
By the time they retired, that 
number had fallen to 18 per¬ 
cent, primarily due to injuries,” 
said Cottier. 

"Only 13 percent reported 
that they currently are in excel¬ 
lent health. They are dealing 
with a lot of injuries and sub¬ 
sequent pain from their playing 
days. That's why they continue 
to use and misuse pain medi¬ 
cines.” 


Australian doctor's surgery viewings 
cause stir 


SYDNEY, Australia (AFP)- 
A top Australian medical body 
warned a renowned brain sur¬ 
geon he risked turning his 
work into a "spectator sport” 
by offering people a chance to 
watch him operate to raise 
money for charity. 

Sydney-based neurosur¬ 
geon Charlie Teo said he auc¬ 
tioned a day in his company as 
a prize several times a year to 
raise money for cancer re¬ 
search. The winner would visit 
patients with him and possibly 
watch him perform surgery. 

The Royal Australasian 
College of Surgeons said it 
was against the idea. 

"We're not in favour of sell¬ 
ing seats for surgery. We are 
not in favour of non-medical 
people being in an operating 
room just for the sake of view¬ 
ing,” said John Quinn, the col¬ 


lege's executive director of sur¬ 
gical affairs. 

"It does raise ethical prob¬ 
lems about spectator sport if 
your like, about the ethical is¬ 
sues of confidentiality and pri¬ 
vacy and the ethical issue of 
selling seats for public view¬ 
ing.” 

Quinn said the days of sur¬ 
geons performing before view¬ 
ing galleries were long gone, 
with video technology now 
providing the best means of 
capturing live surgery for 
teaching. 

"The more people in the op¬ 
erating room, the greater the 
chance of infection occurring 
and the ability to just come in 
and almost be a voyeur, and 
pay to be a voyeur, is ethically 
not very good.” 

Speaking to ABC radio, Teo 
said the viewings were con¬ 


ducted under strict hospital 
protocols that prevented the 
person from being close to the 
patient as any incisions were 
being made. 

The person, usually a stu¬ 
dent interested in a career in 
medicine, watched the inci¬ 
sions on a video screen in the 
comer of the room, he said. 

He said he took the ethical 
arguments very seriously, 
adding "it would be terrible if 
someone offered this item and 
patient care were to be com¬ 
promised”. 

"The reason I do it is for the 
greater good of the commu¬ 
nity,” he told the ABC. "To try 
and tell people brain cancer is 
not just a name or a disease... 
this personal experience allows 
people to see that cancer af¬ 
fects you and me.” 


Acai Berry (Euterpe oleracea) 

The juice and berries of acai are an important 
food source for the indigenous populations of 
Brazil. Acai is traditionally served in gourds, 
and mixed with tapioca, sugar and honey. Freeze 
dried powders, juices and supplements have be¬ 
come a very popular health food outside the re¬ 
gion in recent years for it's energizing 
antioxidant benefits. 

Acai is a good tonic that can be safely added 
to a daily health regime to improve stamina, 
however there are many wildly extravagant 
health claims for acai health food products, that 
should be viewed with a certain amount of skep¬ 
ticism. Be sure to purchase acai from a reputable 
source. 
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Meet the Mrs. Carnival 

candidates 2011! 


On Friday, February 4, a 
panel of judges will choose 
Aruba’s 17th Mrs. Carnival, 
who will join the other carni¬ 
val royalty on stages and in 


parades, enhancing events 
with her regal presence. The 
Mrs. Carnival pageant has 
evolved over the years from a 
casual and comic event, to a 


spectacular show with stun¬ 
ning costumes and remark¬ 
able production numbers. 

Continued on page 9 


Fransjien Vos and Eunice Albertsz are 


the Children and Youth Tumberito 
2011 Festival winners 



In a packed Entertainment Center Fransjien Vos won the Child Tumberito crown while 
Eunice Albertsz won in the Youth category. The festival was in honor of Mrs. Anna Eli¬ 
sabeth “Mickey” Gravenhorst. Photo aboveshows the winners and Mickey Gravenhorst 
posing for a photo. 


Prepare your body for 
the Carnaval season 

Comfort Healthcare presents three innovative 
products during Carnaval program “DenDje” 



A chronic aliment resulting 
from participating in Carnaval 
parades is aching feet, often the 
result of uncomfortable shoes, 
long hours of pressure on the 
feet, compounded by hang¬ 
overs and fatigue. Carnaval 
season demands a great deal of 
energy and stamina to dance 
through the streets along the 
various routes, or spend long 
hours of standing while attend¬ 
ing Tumba, Calypso & Road- 
march contests, or Queen and 
Prince and Pancho elections. 

During the Carnaval pro¬ 
gram “Den Dje’ Comfort 
Healthcare presented 3 pro¬ 
ducts which are ideal to relieve 
these common complaints. 
Comfort Healthcare has a di¬ 
gital foot scanning system, the 
Aetrex. Customers simply step 
on the scanner; using thou¬ 
sands of barometric sensors 
and patented infrared foot 
scanning technology, their feet 
will receive a complete map¬ 
ping, or blueprint, in less than 
30 seconds. With the result of 
this scan, a customer can buy 
Aetrex Lynco Orthotics, which 
can be placed inside of any 
pair of shoes and precisely fit 
their feet to make their 
footwear considerably more 


comfortable. Aetrex Lynco 
Orthotics stabilizes and cush¬ 
ions the back of the foot. It can 
be worn in any type of shoe, 
(especially boots) and you can 
stand, walk, and jump through 
whole Carnaval parades in 
comfort, without suffering the 
consequences. 

Introduction of the slimming 
panty caused a sensation among 
the women attending the event. 
The panty smoothes bulges 
while reducing fat, helps fights 
cellulite and takes centimeters 
from the waistline in just 21 
days; ideal for this season. Just 
wear it under your costume or 
for any other Carnaval event 
and watch your waists shrink 
down, as if by magic! 

For fighting fatigue and 
hangover the natural way, 
Comfort Healtcare offers Sol- 
gar supplements endorsed by 
Dr. Carlos Viana. He was pres¬ 
ent during the show to provide 
ample explanation regarding 
the various vitamins and sup¬ 
plements which are available 
for special prices during this 
Carnaval season. 

Photos show moments of 
the presentation of the show 
“Den Dje” at Comfort Health 
Care 


In Aruba’s 57th 
Carnaval, 

be kind to your ears. 
Use your ear plugs! 
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Meet the Mrs. Carnival 
candidates 2011! 

Continued from page 1 


On Thursday evening, this 
year’s candidates were intro¬ 
duced by Aruba Trading Com¬ 
pany and Revlon, major 
sponsor of the Mrs. Carnival 
and 57th Carnival Queen Elec¬ 
tions, in the Avon offices on 
L.G. Smith Boulevard. Presi¬ 
ding over the event was Rene 
Ridderstadt of the Stichting 
Arubaanse Camaval, or SAC, 
the foundation which adminis¬ 
trates all official carnival 
events. 

This was an opportunity for 
the four queen candidates to 
become acquainted with the 
SAC staff which will organize 
and produce their pageant. 
“Senora Carnaval” will be an 
attractive, mature woman who 
demonstrates she has the grace 
and proper carnival spirit to in¬ 
spire her fellow Arubans to 
revel in the greatest party on 
earth. 

This year’s candidates are 


Selsa Quandus-Maduro from 
Rainky Painky, Glenda Wolffe 
sponsored by Colombian 
Emeralds International, Mia 
Ras of the Pleasers and Teasers 
Carnival Group, and An- 
gelique Stucker from the TOB 
Carnival Group. 

Part of the introduction cer¬ 
emony was a gift basket filled 
with Revlon cosmetics given 
to each of the candidates, 
which they will hopefully use 
during their appearances and 
the final pageant. Noted island 
make up expert and artist An¬ 
drew Curiel will be judging 
their maquillage; the winner 
will be the Revlon queen and 
receive some fabulous prizes. 

THE MORNING NEWS 
wishes each candidate success 
during their campaign to win 
the title of Senora Carnaval 
2011; may the best made up 
woman win! 

by Rosalie Klein 



SCHEDULE 


: Main Events 2011 

•FRI. JAN. 28 CARNAVAL HAPPY HOUR 
. Place: Pending 


SAT. JAN 29 ARUBA’S 41ST GRAND TUMBA CONTEST 

7:30 P.M. 2011 

Place: Aruba Entertainment Center 


SUN. JAN 30 PARADA Dl BLAAS (BALLOON PARADE) 
2 P.M. SANNICOLAS 


MON,. JAN 31 PRE-FINALS CALYPSO & ROADMARCH 
7:30 P.M. CONTEST 2011 

place: Joe Laveist Sportpark in San Nic. 


*FRI. FEBR 4 ARUBA’S 17TH MRS. CARNAVAL 

•7:30 P.M. ELECTION 

. Place: Aruba entertainment Center 


SAT. FEBR 5 
7:30 P.M. 


GRAND FINAL CALYPSO & ROADMARCH 
CONTEST 2011 

place; Joe Laveist Sportpark in San Nic. 


Rosebella Illes presents her book to 
Aruba National Library 



Recently, Aruba-born poet¬ 
ess and artist Rosabella Illes 
presented her newest book, 
titled “Spiel di mi Alma” - 
“Mirror to my Soul,” to Di¬ 
rector of the Aruba National 
Library, Mrs. Astrid Britten. 
It contains poetry in Papia- 
mento and is illustrated by 
works of various local and 
international artists using 
photography, acrylic paint¬ 
ings, drawings and mixed 
media. 

Rosabelle Illes, bom Octo¬ 
ber 17, 1987, has been writ¬ 
ing poetry since she was 
6-years-old. For a time, most 
of her works were dedicated 
to family members and com¬ 
posed for special occasions. 
At the age of 12, she discov¬ 
ered her spiritual nature and 
began to understand more 
complex concepts, resulting 
in more thoughtful, deeper 
writings. As she continued to 
develop spiritually she pro¬ 
duced her first book titled 
"Beyond Insanity,” which 
was published in 2005. 

After a successful presen¬ 
tation of her current work in 
2010 at the Aruba Surfside 
Marina, Rosabella traveled to 
Curasao where she donated 


her book at the Curacao Mu¬ 
seum. Introduction and kudos 
by Curasao writer Roland 
Colastica and artist Crisen 
Schorea, resulted in a well-at¬ 
tended event where the peo¬ 
ple were charmed by 
Rosabella and her work. 

Her books “Beyond Insan¬ 


ity” and “Spiel di mi Alma” 
are available at Van Dorp 
Dakota, Antraco on the L.G. 
Smith Boulevard and The 
Plaza Bookshop. 

For delivery, interested 
parties may call tel. 593- 
0980. 


Advertise in 



Your Source for Local News in English 

Caya G. F. Betico Croes 111 

Tel: 588-9517-Fax: 588-9518 


FREE Coverage on our website: 
www.themomingnewsaruba.com 
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CROSSWORD 



CROSSWORD 



January 29 - February 5 


Paradera: “Botica Paradera”; S.N.: “Botica Seroe Pretu” 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 


Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 



Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel.587-4300 

EMERGENCY 


Telephone 911 

POLICE HDQS 

Telephone 100 


TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

At Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 


ACROSS 

1._carte: 2 wds. 

4. Seed coat 
8. Dressed 

12. Baking utensil 

13. Commanded 

14. Possess 

15. Placed 

17. First man 

18. Public decree 

19. Grows old 
21. Guided 

23. Special occasions 
27. Delighted 

31. Worship 

32. Take food 

33. Armed conflict 

35. Golf term 

36. Fumes 
39. Amid 

42. British sixpenny 
piece 

44. Female deer 

45. Charles Lamb 
47. Freedom from 

conflict 

51. Highest point 
54. Clutched 

56. Repast 

57. Small mountain 

58. City in 
Oklahoma 

59. Taverns 

60. Story 


61. Punctuation mark: 
abbr. 


FREE Coverage on our website: 
www.themorningnewsaruba.com 


DOWN 

1. Church projection 

2. Deposited 

3. Opposed 

4. Decreases 

5. Rodent 

6. Notion 

7. Shelf 

8. Pursued 

9. Youth 

10. Actress Gardner 

11. Political party: abbr. 
16. California school: 

abbr. 

20. Miss Gabor 
22, Early morning 
moisture 

24. Memorandum 

25. Woody plant 

26. Witnessed 

27. Nuisance 

28. Tibetan monk 

29. Short jacket 

30. Small amount 
34. Bright color 

37. Genuflects 

38. Snakelike fish 

40. Collapse 

41. Sob 
43. Correct 

46. Opera melody 


48. Cry of woe 52. lOOyrs. 

49. Yield 53. Male 

50. Dutch cheese 55. Everybody 

51. French friend 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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Finance 


_ Oil prices 

Ford doubles profit in 2010 data 


fre e _ _ 

wiia 

I Spot 

rise before US growth 


Prwq this Ad and 
get* a 
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f J with 
your 
meal 



NEW YORK (AFP) - Ford 
said annual profit doubled in 
2010 to its highest earnings in 
more than a decade, as the sec¬ 
ond-biggest US automaker 
posted strong worldwide re¬ 
sults and paid down debt. 

For all of 2010, Ford re¬ 
ported net income of $6.6 bil¬ 
lion, or $1.66 per share, up 135 
percent from 2009. 

The earnings came in below 
analysts' forecasts of $2.08 per 
share. 

"This was Ford's highest net 
income in more than 10 years, 
as strong products and new in¬ 
vestments fueled improve¬ 
ments in all of the company's 
business operations around the 
world," the Dearborn, Michi¬ 
gan-based automaker said in a 
statement. 

Ford, the only major US au¬ 
tomaker that did not take a 
government bailout during the 
financial crisis, reported its 
seventh consecutive quarterly 
profit, despite a large charge 


related to paying down debt. 

The company took a $960 
million charge in the October- 
December period for actions 
that reduced outstanding debt 
from core manufacturing and 
sales operations by more than 
$1.9 billion. 

As investors digested the 
weak fourth quarter, shares in 
Ford plunged five percent in 
pre-market New York trade. 

"Our 2010 results exceeded 
our expectations, accelerating 
our transition from fixing the 
business fundamentals to de¬ 
livering profitable growth for 
all," Alan Mulally, Ford presi¬ 
dent and chief executive, said 
in a statement. 

Ford said it launched 24 
new or redesigned vehicles last 
year in key markets around the 
world, including the re¬ 
designed Explorer, a mid-size 
sports utility vehicle, in North 
America and the new Figo in 
India. 

Ford said it would raise 
North America production to 
650,000 units in the first three 
months of this year, from 
593,000 units in the 2010 final 
quarter. 



LONDON, England (AFP) - 
World oil prices climbed be¬ 
fore the release of economic 
growth data in the United 
States, which is the world's 
biggest consumer of crude. 

"Without any doubt, focus 
will be on the US GDP release 
today," said Filip Petersson, an 
analyst at SEB Commodity 
Research. 

"The outcome versus (ana¬ 
lyst) expectations is most 
likely going to decide where 
crude oil prices will end up 
today. A positive surprise 
could send Brent above $ 100 a 
barrel even though we believe 
that the staying power at that 
level is limited. 

"A negative surprise could 
release some more strength 
from Brent as several funda¬ 


Spain agrees to raise retirement age to 67 


MADRID, Spain (AFP) - 
Spain's government said it had 
agreed to raise the retirement 
age to 67 from 65, a bitterly 
fought reform aimed at repair¬ 
ing public finances and sooth¬ 
ing markets. 

Closely watched by mar¬ 
kets as a sign of Madrid's de¬ 
termination to keep long-term 
spending on track, the outline 
deal was reached after one- 
and-a-half months of talks with 
unions and business chiefs. 

An agreement with the 


YESTERDAY’S 

Crossword Answer 





A man holds a placard read¬ 
ing "No to the retirement age 
at 67" during a demonstra¬ 
tion by Spanish unions. 

country's two major unions 
was reached in the early hours 
of the morning ahead of the 
cabinet meeting. 

"The deal is important," 
Deputy Prime Minister Alfredo 
Perez Rubalcaba told a news 
conference after a cabinet 
meeting approved the scheme. 

"It seeks to confront the 
great problem of Spanish soci¬ 
ety: economic recovery and 
job creation, that is the heart of 
it," he said on a day Spain an¬ 
nounced a 13-year record un¬ 
employment rate of 20.33 
percent at the end of 2010. 

Under the outline agree- 


mental supports 
have weakened 
lately, for example 
temperatures have 
risen and Chinese 
product demand 
should be easing," 
Petersson added. 

Amid high US 
inventories, OPEC 
kingpin Saudi Ara¬ 
bia this week sug¬ 
gested that the 
cartel could still raise its crude 
output to meet an increase in 
demand. 

The Organization of Petro¬ 
leum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) could raise output to 
meet a "two percent" increase 
in demand during 2011, 
Saudi's oil minister Ali al- 
Naimi said. 

Speaking at the Annual 
Global Competitiveness 
Forum in Riyadh, Naimi added 
that he expected average oil 
prices to be around last year's 
level of $80 despite a recent 
spike towards $100 a barrel in 
London. 

Meanwhile the gap between 
Brent and New York has 
widened to a record, at more 


than $12 dollars, owing to the 
high level of crude stockpiles 
at the Cushing storage depot in 
Oklahoma. 

"There's such a negative 
sentiment towards them (the 
Cushing inventories), every¬ 
one is clearing their positions, 
shifting across to the Brent," 
said Matt Smith of research 
group Summit Energy. 

Smith also cited the poor 
US economic data out Thurs¬ 
day: higher jobless claims and 
disappointing orders of durable 
goods for additional pressure 
on New York crude. 

S&P's shock downgrade of 
Japanese sovereign debt also 
fed market weakness, added 
Phil Flynn of PFGBest Re¬ 
search. 

Standard & Poor's on 
Thursday cut Japan's credit rat¬ 
ing for the first time since 
2002, accusing the government 
of lacking a "coherent strat¬ 
egy" in efforts to ease the high¬ 
est debt of any industrialized 
nation. 

"Every time there is a con¬ 
cern about sovereign debt 
there's a bearish sentiment to¬ 
wards oil," said Flynn. 


ment, the retirement age will 
be gradually raised from 65 to 
67, but with a list of excep¬ 
tions: 

— Special treatment for 
women who stop work to look 
after children. 

— Retirement before 67 for 
workers in dangerous or ardu¬ 
ous jobs. 

— Full pension at 65 for 
workers with 38 and a half 
years of contributions, and 
lower pensions for those who 
retire at 65 with fewer contri¬ 
butions. 

— Early retirement from 63 
but with a lower pension for 
those who have at least 33 
years of contributions. And re¬ 
tirement from 61 in "crisis sit¬ 
uations" for those with at least 
33 years of contributions, also 
at less than full pensions. 

The reform will be imple¬ 
mented between 2013 et 2027, 
with an extra month of contri¬ 
butions each year for the first 
six years, and an extra two 
months a year of contributions 
thereon. 
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A menu displays US fast food chain McDonald’s beefburger 
menu, in New York. Beef prices have been increasing 6.1 
percent for the consummer market linked to an increase in 
price in agriculture raw material. Large beef provider such 
as US fast food chain McDonald are expected to raise their 
price due to the increase. (AFP PHOTO) 


FOR SALE 


BMW 520 i 

Year 2000 
Automatic 
For info call 
5643713 or 6607469 
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The Queen’s offers 
an authentic taste 
of Aruba! 


Sunday: NFL tail-gate BBQ from 10:30 a.m. 


Buster’s Garage in South Beach Center: 
One place for the whole family family 



Varella, Luisa and the next generation of chef 



Grandma’s stoba with classic rice and beans and homemade 
potato beet salad 


One of the distinctions of 
Aruban cuisine is incorpora¬ 
ting unique indigenous ingre¬ 
dients such as in Wild Cucum¬ 
ber Stew and a particular light 
fish chowder accompanied by 
the local specialties pan bati 
(corn meal pancake) and fun- 
chi (the local version of po¬ 
lenta.) Thus, eating out at the 
authentically Aruban res- tau- 
rant, The Queen’s, is very af¬ 
fordable, with a true taste of 
regional cuisine. 

Owner Varella Innocencia 
confesses she opened her 
restaurant in Oranjestad be¬ 
cause “I grew up with this, and 
loved serving people our island 
food. My father and mother op¬ 
erated the little restaurant 
across from the Americana, 
which some may remember, the 
original Arawak. I remember 
how much our customers loved 
trying the local food, and they 
especially loved the prices!” 

Varella’s mom, Luisa, is 
still in the kitchen, conjuring 
up the delicious dishes that 
have been in her family for 
generations, which is acknow¬ 
ledged on the menu with 
“Carni Stoba di Mamachi”- 
“Grandma’s Beef Stew,” and 
their Arawak Steak. 

We also bumped into island 
visitors Jim and Callie from 
Michigan, who were eager to 
try island food, and were more 
than pleased with their venture 


into local cuisine. “We will 
definitely return to The 
Queen’s,” they affirmed, “the 
food was delicious and the 
prices are more than right.” 

The menu sports a variety 
of steaks and tenderloin, fresh 
caught seafood, Caribbean lob¬ 
ster, and of course, one of our 
favorites, and what we con¬ 
sider a true test of local cui¬ 
sine, “Keshi Yena”- “Filled 
Cheese.” This is a tasty, filling 
stew of chicken, with other in¬ 
gredients that are handy that 
day, all incased in a thick skin 
of melted Gouda. It was very 
satisfying and particularly 
memorable paired with The 
Queen’s garlic bread and very 
special Pica, a mix of chopped 
onions and the famous local 
hot pepper, Madame Janette. 
Not overly spicy, it lent that 
perfect bit of tang to this deli¬ 
ciously picturesque meal. 

Located next to the Harbor 
at the end of the Weststraat, The 
Queen’s is open from 11:00 
a.m. to 11:00 p.m., daily, offer¬ 
ing indoor and outdoor dining. 
They also have daily specials, 
aside from an extensive menu; 
made from whatever is in sea¬ 
son. 

We noticed a steady stream 
of islanders coming for lunch 
in the pleasant surroundings or 
picking up take-out containers; 
always a sure sign of a winner 
is where the locals like to eat! 


Buster’s Garage, a New York 
City landmark, made its way 
to Aruba about a year ago, 
and found a new home at the 
South Beach Center across 
from the Radisson Resort. 
Dedicated to the sports fa¬ 
natic, the spacious but homey 
interior is the perfect place to 
keep up with your favorite 
team and have a great meal. 

Fun for all the family, 
Buster’s has typical sport bar 
fare such as chicken wings, 
quesadillas, calamari rings 
for munching while watching 
the main event on 24 giant 
plasma screens. Every seat is 
good seat for catching all the 
action. Open from noon for 
lunch or dinner, it has plenty 
of distractions for the 
younger crowd, including 
foosball, and a video arcade, 
so Mom and Dad can relax 
and enjoy their meal. 

The moderately priced 
menu includes all your fa¬ 
vorite finger foods and a 
great selection of local and 
imported beers. Customer re¬ 
views gave Buster’s Garage 
4.5 stars out of 5 on yellow- 
pages-aruba. com; one de¬ 
clared “my wife and I 
happened to stumble upon it 
-but what a find!” Another 
stated “Owner Rusty is so 
down to earth. The food was 
very good and the prices 
were outstanding for the 
High-Rise area. Aruba 
needed a place like this.” 

Buster’s regularly organ¬ 
izes special events with live 
music. At 10 p.m. it turns into 
a cozy adult hangout; 18 
years and over only allowed, 
with a D J on duty nightly and 
boasting the only beerpong 
table on Aruba. Aside from a 
great place to root for the 
home team or your favorites 
during playoffs and champi¬ 
onships, they regularly carry 


Two-headed calf wows villagers in Georgia 

SOTK, Armenia (AFP)- 
Hakob Avetyan (not pic¬ 
tured) holds a two-headed 
calf in the Armenian village 
of Sotlc. The two-headed 
calf was bom on January 25 
in the Avetyans' cow house. 

With two heads that give 
it four eyes, three ears and 
two mouths, the brown¬ 
haired baby cow has to be 
bottle-fed by its owner, 

Irakli Dzhgarkava, because 
its mother refuses to feed it. 

Two-headed people and 
animals, though rare, have 
long been known to exist 
and documented. 




all UFC fights & WWE idents mix and mingle; Mon¬ 
events. day to Thursday they close at 

Buster’s is a great place 2:00 am., weekends at 4:00 
where island visitors and res- a.m. 
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Germany sign Barbie for 
World Cup 
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The official ball "Speedcell" for the FIFA Women’s World 
Cup 2011 to be hosted by Germany 


BERLIN, Germany (AFP) - 
The German Football Federa¬ 
tion (DFB) is planning to cash 
in on hosting the Women’s 
World Cup in June with a foot¬ 
ball version of the children’s 
doll Barbie wearing the na¬ 
tional team’s colours. 

The German team are bid¬ 
ding to win their third consec¬ 
utive world title at home and a 
’fussball' edition of the popular 
children’s toy is expected to hit 
the stores in football-mad Ger¬ 
many later this year. 

The Women's World Cup 
kicks off on June 26, when the 


hosts face Canada at Berlin's 
Olympic Stadium, and the 
final will be held in Frankfurt 
on July 17. 

"There will be a Football- 
Barbie wearing a Germany 
shirt," Doris Fitschen, the gen¬ 
eral manager of the Germany 
team, told German weekly 
newspaper Die Zeit. 

"It will appear in the shops 
at the end of March and will be 
aimed at our target group. We 
are aiming to attract young 
girls who we can inspire to 
play football." 



Eanm 


.z2£r*» 


AFP photo shows some of Will Ryman f s "The Roses," a new 
site-specific installation on New York City f s Park Avenue. 
The installation of 38 larger than life sculptures of colossal 
rose blossoms towering as high as 25 feet alongside 20 indi¬ 
vidual rose petal sculptures are featured between 57th and 
67th Streets. The Roses will remain on view January 25 - 
May 31, 2011. 


Berlin shows off real-life 'Indiana 
J ones' treasures 


BERLIN, Germany (AFP) - A 
treasure trove of 3,000-year- 
old giant birds, lions, and god¬ 
desses goes on show in Berlin 
with a past so incredible that it 
could rival archaeology action 
film hero Indiana Jones. 

The story kicks off nearly 
100 years ago when Max von 
Oppenheim, the son of a rich 
German banker, fell in love 
with the Middle East as a 
diplomat keeping an eye on 
British empire-building. 

He stumbled across the ru¬ 
ined palace of an Aramaean 
king, buried in the desert, as 
German engineers toiled on 
the nearby Berlin to Baghdad 
railway line along what is 
today the Turkish-Syrian bor¬ 
der. 

After two digs, from 1911- 
1913 and 1927-1929, Oppen¬ 
heim brought back many of his 
finds to Berlin where they 
were housed in their own mu¬ 
seum. 

Some statues were dam¬ 
aged during fighting between 
French and Turkish troops at 
the end of World War I. One 
goddess-like figure had her 
pleats and nose chopped off 
with an axe. But much worse 
was to come. 

The museum was bombed in 
November 1943 and all arte¬ 
facts made of wood and gyp¬ 
sum were burnt to a cinder. 
Only the basalt rock statues sur¬ 
vived the inferno, but cold 



water used by firemen fractured 
them nearly beyond repair. 

"The whole museum 
reached temperatures of over 
1,000 degrees (Celsius) (1,800 
degrees Fahrenheit)," said 
Kirsten Drueppel, an expert at 
Berlin Technical University's 
department of mineralogy in¬ 
volved in the restoration. 

"And then it was suddenly 
cooled down with water and 
this put severe stress on the 
stones, which just exploded." 

The fragments were recov¬ 
ered from the ash, but then dis¬ 
appeared for more than 50 
years into the dark cellars of a 
museum in communist East 
Berlin, half-forgotten until the 
collapse of the Berlin Wall in 
1989. 

In 2001 the painstaking 
work of restoration began. It 
then took nine years of detec¬ 
tive work to fit together most 
of the 27,000 pieces of this 
giant 3-D puzzle, and breathe 
new life into some 60 priceless 
artifacts. 

"Some 90 percent of what 
could be saved has been re¬ 


stored," Beate Salje, head of 
ancient Near East section at the 
Pergamon museum, where the 
treasures go on display, told a 
press conference here. 

Some pieces were as small 
as a fingernail, others weighed 
one and a half tonnes. One of 
the statues, a goddess, was bro¬ 
ken into 1,800 pieces. One of 
the restored lions is made of 
900 fragments. 

"The work of restoration 
was never wearisome or a 
pain. It's the sort of work that 
requires a lot of effort, but it's 
what you dream of doing when 
you are an archaeologist," said 
curator Lutz Martin. 

The exhibition, "Rescued 
Gods of the Palace of Tell 
Halaf', is open to the public 
until August 14. The Pergamon 
on Berlin's central Museum Is¬ 
land is expected, at some fu¬ 
ture date, to be made its 
permanent home. 

In the meantime, the exhi¬ 
bition might tour the United 
States, Britain, and France, 
said Salje. 

Von Oppenheim died a bro¬ 
ken man in 1946, but "he al¬ 
ways believed it might be 
possible to restore his statues," 
said Michael Eissenhauer, di¬ 
rector general of Berlin's state 
museums. "It's a miracle," he 
said. 

"For years, no one could 
imagine such an exhibition 
would ever be possible." 


Putin cracks US spy joke 


MOSCOW, Russia (AFP) - 
Russian Prime Minister 
Vladimir Putin, who famously 
launched his career as a spy, 
used an old secret service joke 
to demonstrate the levels of 
bureaucracy plaguing his 
country. 

The joke in which none of 
the officials want to assume re¬ 
sponsibility for arresting a US 
agent, came days after a bomb 
blast killed 35 people in a 
Moscow airport that critics 
blamed on lapses in security 
and bureaucratic corruption. 

"So an American spy comes 
to Lubyanka," Putin told a 
government meeting in re¬ 
marks broadcast on Russian 
television, eferring to the head¬ 
quarters of the Soviet-era 
KGB. "I am a spy and I want 
to turn myself in," Putin con¬ 
tinued with a small smirk on 
his face. 

"Are you armed?" the US 
spy is asked, to which he re¬ 
sponds yes. 

"Then you have to go to 
room number seven," a Russ¬ 
ian official tells him, according 
to Putin. 

There the US spy is asked if 
he is carrying communication 


tack on Russia's busiest air¬ 
port, but critics blame lapses in 
basic security on the Putin 
government's inefficiency and 
red tape. 

Known for his tough talk 
and occasional use of secret 
service lingo, Putin served as a 
foreign intelligence agent in 
Germany in the Soviet era be¬ 
fore becoming head of Russia's 
main successor to the KGB, 
and then president between 
2000 and 2008. 



equipment — another affirma¬ 
tive answer sends the US agent 
to yet another official's office. 

In the end, the exasperated 
spy is asked by yet another of¬ 
ficial if he has an actual assign¬ 
ment to work on. 

"Yes," says the spy. 

"Then go carry it out and 
stop bothering people at 
work," he is told. 

Putin did not make a direct 
link between bureaucracy and 
suspected suicide bombing at¬ 
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Li shrugs off Chinese Grand 
Slam frenzy 



Li 



■t'Authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjestad, Tel: 5884494 


Ukraine Euro 2012 host 
role in jeopardy - UEFA 



MELBOURNE (AFP) - Li 
Na Friday said she was 
largely unaware of the huge 
excitement in China before 
her historic Australian Open 
final, despite dozens of mes¬ 
sages from well-wishers and 
her best friend calling up in 
tears. 

Li said she hadn't read any 
coverage on the Internet after 
Chinese sites and newspapers 
were awash with news of her 
achievement and the coun¬ 
try's tennis chief compared 
her to basketball superstar 
Yao Ming. 

"I never look the Internet, 
what they say," she shrugged, 
when asked how she felt 
about being compared to Yao. 

"Of course, not all the 
people say you are good or 
something. I never look at the 
Internet, I never read the 
news about me." 

Today, Li will become the 
first Asian woman to play a 
Grand Slam final when she 
faces Kim Clijsters in the 
Australian Open title match, 
in what is being hailed as a 
major boost for tennis in 
China. 

Chinese Tennis Associa¬ 
tion head Sun Jinfang called 
Li a "pioneer" and a national 
sports hero on a par with bas¬ 
ketball idol Yao and cham¬ 
pion hurdler Liu Xiang. 

Li, 28, said she received 
more than 40 messages after 
beating top seed Caroline 
Wozniacki in the semi-finals 


on Thursday. 

"I turned on my phone and 
a lot of messages came. I 
think they showed the match 
live in China, so many 
friends watched. They just 
said congratulations. 

"My best friend just called 
me. She cried on the phone 
and I was like, 'okay, take it 
easy, calm down'. I didn't 
know what to say." 

Li also got a text message 
from her mother, who refuses 
to watch her daughter play 
live because she is too nerv¬ 
ous. 

"She said 'well done. I'm 
waiting for you at home'." 

Unconventional Li Na's 
honesty and humour have 
made her a shining light at 
the Australian Open, and a 
big favourite with fans, but it 
has not been an easy route to 
the top. 

Unwilling to be shackled 
by the Chinese sports system, 
leading to clashes with offi¬ 
cialdom and a reputation for 
being difficult, she's managed 
to do it her way and now 
stands on the brink of a his¬ 
toric Grand Slam win. 

She defied Chinese con¬ 
vention by getting a tattoo — 
a red rose — on her chest and 
employed her husband, Jiang 
Shan, as coach rather than 
using those provided by the 
China Tennis Association. 

But now the trailblazing 
Li is being mentioned in 
same breath as China's bas¬ 


ketball superstar Yao Ming, 
and has become a flagbearer 
for the growing sport of ten¬ 
nis in her giant homeland. 

Li was the first Chinese 
woman to win a WTA title in 
Guangzhou in 2004, the first 
to make a Grand Slam quar¬ 
ter-final at Wimbledon two 
years later, and the first Chi¬ 
nese player to break into the 
top 10. 

Her reputation as being 
difficult with Chinese media 
is hard to reconcile with her 
charming and sometimes off¬ 
beat press conferences at the 
Australian Open. 

She has openly joked 
about her love for the finan¬ 
cial rewards on offer, saying 
her reward for big wins was 
being allowed a credit card 
spending spree. 

When she came back from 
a set down to beat Caroline 
Wozniacki in the semis here, 
Li said her motivation was 
"prize money". 

Asked about hew slow 
start against Wozniacki, she 
said it was because her hus¬ 
band kept her awake all night 
with his snoring, prompting 
laughter and applause from 
the crowd. 

Bolt to open 
Diamond League 
campaign in 
Rome 



PARIS (AFP) - World and 
Olympic double sprint cham¬ 
pion Usain Bolt of Jamaica 
will open his Diamond 
League campaign in the 
100m in Rome on May 26, 
organisers said Friday. 

Bolt, also the world record 
holder in the 100 and 200m, 
will be joined by Kenya's 
800m world record holder 
David Rudisha at the 
Olympic Stadium at the third 
leg of the 14-leg Diamond 
League. 

It will be Bolt's first ap¬ 
pearance in Rome and the Ja¬ 
maican said: "I'm looking 
forward to test the reaction of 
the Roman crowd, whose 
love for sports is well known 
worldwide. 

"I know that the Olympic 
stadium has a very fast track, 
as some of the best sprinters 
ran remarkable times there in 
the last 10 years. I hope to put 
my name on that list, hope¬ 
fully somewhere on the top." 


NYON (AFP) - UEFA 
warned on Friday that 
Ukraine's role as joint host of 
the Euro 2012 finals was in 
jeopardy as a dispute emerged 
over government interference 
in the running of Ukrainian 
football. 

The executive committee 
of European football's gov¬ 
erning body wrote to Ukraine 
to warn it of the threat of sus¬ 
pension from European foot¬ 
ball unless it received a 
satisfactory response by Feb¬ 
ruary 4, secretary general Gi¬ 
anni Infantino said. 

"If the FFU (Ukraine foot¬ 
ball federation) is suspended 
from membership of UEFA, it 
was the unanimous view of 
the executive committee that 
it would not be tenable to play 
the final round of the UEFA 
European football champi¬ 
onship in Ukraine in 2012," 
the letter said. 

Ukraine are due to co-host 
the competition with Poland. 

A suspension would side¬ 
line Ukranian clubs and the 
national side from European 
competitions. 

UEFA's move followed a 
similar one by world foot¬ 
ball's governing body FIFA. 

"Essentially it's about po¬ 
litical interference in the run¬ 
ning of Ukrainian football," 
Infantino explained after a 
regular meeting of UEFA's 
executive committee. 

Ukraine football federa¬ 
tion spokesman Sergui Vas- 
siliev said his country had 
received the message loud 
and clear. 

"The federation is not 
commenting on the UEFA let¬ 
ter but as a respectful member 
of this organisation, it will 


simply follow it," he told 
AFP. 

Europe's top international 
tournament is due to kick off 
in Warsaw on June 8 next 
year and end with the final in 
Ukraine's capital Kiev on 
July 1. 

Preparations for the event 
have been dogged by doubts 
since the joint bid by the two 
countries was chosen by 
UEFA in 2007, especially 
over Ukraine's capacity to 
build up sparse and dilapi¬ 
dated transport and stadium 
capacity in time. 

In April 2010, UEFA chief 
Michel Platini warned the 
Ukrainians that if stadium 
plans in Kiev did not advance 
they would lose their host sta¬ 
tus. 

However, four months 
later he said the ultimatum 
had expired. 

Ukrainian officials have 
said Kiev's stadium should 
open by August 24. 

Infantino said it was too 
early to speak of playing the 
final in Poland or other alter¬ 
natives. 

"We have a fantastic event 
ahead of us, everyone has to 
pull together and not work 
one against each other," he 
added. 

Government involvement 
in the running of football fed¬ 
erations is frowned upon in 
FIFA and UEFA's rule books. 

The problems emerged 
after a disrupted Ukraine 
football federation assembly 
last year, when international 
footballing officials received 
documents indicating pres¬ 
sure from regional and state 
authorities, according to 
UEFA. 
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Ballack back as Leverkusen cut gap 


BERLIN (AFP) - Germany 
captain Michael Ballack 
made his first start since Sep¬ 
tember on Friday as his Bayer 
Leverkusen side defeated 
Hanover 2-0 to cut the gap on 
Bundesliga leaders Dortmund 
to eight points. 

Arturo Vidal gave Lev¬ 
erkusen a 21 st-minute lead 
with Simon Rolfes adding the 
second goal three minutes be¬ 
fore the interval as Ballack, 
who had been sidelined with 
a leg injury since September, 
injected a little life back into 
the title race. 

Dortmund can restore their 
11-point lead at the top when 
they face Wolfsburg on Saturday. 

Ballack picked up his in- 



Leverkusen's Simon Rolfes 
(R) and Michael Ballack 
celebrate after the German 
first division Bundesliga 
football match 
jury in the first fixture between 
the two teams in September 
and the man responsible for 
the crunching challenge, Por¬ 


tugal’s Sergio Pinto, faced him 
again on Friday. 

M I f m rather satisfied with 
my form even if I a missing a 
few things,” said Ballack, 
who came off the bench in the 
win against Moenchenglad- 
bach last weekend. 

”1 need matches, but I am 
not an exception. Everybody 
is the same. I am not going to 
think about what happened, 
it’s in the past. There was no 
intention to hurt me. 

Despite his return to the 
starting side, Ballack still 
faces a battle to convince 
Germany coach Joachim Low 
to recall him for the friendly 
international against Italy on 
February 9. 


Seven French players holding out on Cup bonuses 


PARIS (AFP) - Seven players 
from France's 2010 World 
Cup squad have still not filed 
the documents required to 
forfeit their tournament 
bonuses, according to the 
French football federation 
(FFF). 

"The affair will be settled,” 
said FFF president Fernand 
Duchaussoy. "There are two 
more who have filed their 
documents, leaving only 
seven who haven't. 

"I'm not sure that every¬ 
thing will be settled before 
France v Brazil (on February 
9). I hope so. It's progressing. 

"There's still a doubt over 


(William) Gallas who wants 
to do a bit like (Nicolas 
Anelka. But we're in talks 
with him." 

Duchaussoy announced in 
November that the 23 World 
Cup squad members had 
agreed to forfeit bonuses 
worth an estimated three mil¬ 
lion euros linked to image 
rights at the tournament in 
South Africa. 

Anelka then announced 
that he himself was going to 
distribute his bonus to help 
amateur football and a youth 
social work association. 

I've done my job, I went to 
Wembley with Laurent Blanc, 


and we met with the players," 
said Duchaussoy. "I'm not 
going to spend my time on the 
telphone calling players until 
they file their documents." 

The France team endured a 
disastrous World Cup that 
was marked by a players' 
strike and an early exit from 
South Africa. 

Chelsea striker Anelka is 
currently serving out an 18- 
match ban after being sent 
home in disgrace from South 
Africa after a foul-mouthed 
tirade at then-coach Raymond 
Domenech leading to his 
teammates' infamous training 
ground walk-out. 


Steelers fans save on Super Bowl 


ARLINGTON, Texas — Pitts¬ 
burgh Steelers fans said their 
plans for saving money on 
Super Bowl trips to Texas in¬ 
clude flying into alternate air¬ 
ports and using public 
transportation. 

David Snedeker, a former 
Pittsburgh resident living in 
Florida, said he saved $700 
on a rental car by reserving a 
hotel room across the road 
from a rail station in Dallas, 
where he will be able to catch 


a train to Arlington for the 
Feb. 6 game, the Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette reported Friday. 

Douglas Shymoniak of 
Portersville, Pa., said he paid 
$209 for a round-trip flight 
from Cleveland to Oklahoma 
City with a $22-per-day 
rental car waiting to take him 
the 190 miles to Dallas. Web 
site Orbitz listed the cheapest 
Pittsburgh to Dallas flights as 
more than $800 with connec¬ 
tions Wednesday and more 


than $1,400 for non-stop 
travel. 

Ryan Springer, 29, said he 
will be saving money on ac¬ 
commodations by using Web 
site couchsurfer.com, which 
links travelers with people 
willing to donate a couch or 
spare room to people passing 
through. He said the service 
can be "a little scary at first," 
but he has had good previous 
experiences in Dallas, as well 
as Vancouver and St. Louis. 


Fisher out as Titans 
head coach 



NASHVILLE, Tennessee 
(AFP) - Jeff Fisher, who is 
the longest serving National 
Football League head coach, 
is stepping down after 16 sea¬ 


sons with the Tennessee Ti¬ 
tans. 

The surprise move comes 
less than a month after NFL 
owner Bud Adams said Fisher 
would be back to coach the 
Titans another season. 

This marks the first coach¬ 
ing change for the franchise 
since it relocated from Hous¬ 
ton to Tennessee in 1997. 

Under Fisher's guidance, 
the Titans finished with just 
six wins and 10 losses last 
season. 

Fisher had one year re¬ 
maining on his contract. 



LOCATED AT THE HOLIDAY INN 


Black Jack, Craps, 3 Card Poker, Caribbean 
Stud Poker, Slots and daily Bingos!!! 

Only Casino in Aruba 
Where dealers stands on Soft 17 

SPORTS BOOK 

No charge or tax on winnings 

Live simulcast of all major tracks 
Highest limits in Aruba 

POKER ROOM 

TOURNAMENTS 

Mondays & Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. $10 
Wednesdays & Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. $25 
Fridays at 7:00 p.m. $50 
Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. Freeze out $150 
Sundays at 7:00 p.m. Freeze out $100 
(Tournaments are subject to charge as 
per Management criteria) 

Lady Luck is waiting for you 
at Excelsior Casino!! 
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Casa Mafias 

Jet all you? qdfi equipment 

NEW ARRIVALS 

Great assortment of ladies 
Shoes and Shirts 




■ 


Callaway • Taylor Made • Wilson 
Ping • Adidas 


Vondellaan z/n - Tel. 582- 1166 


Kang leads at Torrey, Woods 
five adrift 


LA JOLLA, California (AFP) 
- All eyes were on Tiger 
Woods, but it was South Ko¬ 
rean Kang Sung-hoon, play¬ 
ing his second US PGA Tour 
event, atop the leaderboard 
after the first round of the 
Farmers Insurance Open. 

Woods launched his 2011 
campaign with a bogey-free 
three-under par 69 on Torrey 
Pines' North Course. 

That left him five behind 
Kang, who notched six 
birdies and an eagle in an 
eight-under par 64 on the 
North Course. 

Kang, who closed out his 
round with back-to-back 
birdies to claim the lead, had 
a one-shot lead over Alex 
Prugh and 2010 Rookie of 


the Year Rickie Fowler. 

Prugh posted seven birdies 
in his seven-under 65, includ¬ 
ing four in a row from the 
15th to close his round while 
Fowler notched a total of 
eight birdies in his 65. 

Chris Kirk was alone in 
fourth place on 66, while a 
group of 10 players on five- 
under 67 included Masters 
champion Phil Mickelson, 
South Korean Yang Yong-eun, 
Argentina's Fabian Gomez, 
Japan's Ryuji Imada, Aussie 
Marc Leishman and John Daly. 

All of the top four players 
on the leaderboard played the 
North Course, while the 67s 
of Mickelson, Daly and 
Gomez were the lowest 
scores posted on the South. 
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sin hotel 

-Tiara Air ticket tax incl. 
-Entrada General pa Tumba 
-Tur transport ta incl. 

-Despues di Tumba lo pasa Denny’s 
breakfast No ta incl. 
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cu hotel 

San Marco 






Kontiki Beach Resort 




Pa mas Informacion Sabana Blanco 70-e - 5884272 

Package with hotel includes: Airfare with Tiara Air, incl tax, 1 night stay 
based on DBIL occupancy,breakfast incl. all transport and Tumba general entrance 


Murray to face Djokovic in Open final 



MELBOURNE (AFP) - Andy 
Murray recovered from a set 
down against David Ferrer 
Friday to set up an Australian 
Open final against Novak 
Djokovic, where he will aim 
to break Britain's 75-year 
men's Grand Slam drought. 

After a slow start, Murray 
won 4-6, 7-6 (7/2), 6-1, 7-6 
(7/2) to advance to his second 
straight Australian final, as he 
aims to go one better than last 


Andy Murray (L) Djokovic (R) 

year's straight-sets loss to 
Roger Federer. 

Sunday's title match will 
be the British fifth seed's 
third Grand Slam final over¬ 
all as he seeks to break¬ 
through for his first major 
trophy against the Serbian 
world number three. 

"In the first Slam final I 
played against Federer (2008 
US Open), I didn't know 
what was going on, it went so 
quick. And last year was bet¬ 


ter than before, and I hope 
this one going to be better 
than last year," Murray said. 

Murray is bidding to be¬ 
come the first British man to 
win a Grand Slam since Fred 
Perry in 1936. Perry was also 
the last British player to win 
the Australian Open, in 1934. 

Fast year Murray was the 
first British man since John 
Floyd in 1977 to play in an 
Australian Open final. 
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Tanzanite Studs 

AA Color, 14kt Gold 



.65 total weight 
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Tanzanite & Diamond Ring 
Set in 14KT White Gold 


$ 250 
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FREE ® 


1/2 ct Gemstone Pendant 

*NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Limit one pendant per family. Must be 18 years or older to redeem. 
Presenting multiple offers will not be honored. 


15 and 90-92 L.G. Smith Blvd. • Oranjestad, Aruba ^^B ^^B 

Tel: 011-297-588-9812 iSr 

www.effyjewelers.com • 1-877-ASK-EFFY jewelers 

ALASKA • ARUBA • BAHAMAS • CURACAO • GRAND CAYMAN • GRAND TURK • ROATAN • SAN JUAN • ST. KITTS • ST. MAARTEN • ST. THOMAS • NEW YORK Since 1979 




































